
 
 
CLEAN ENERGY FOR ETERNITY is a voluntary not-for-profit organisation based in Bega on 
the NSW Far South Coast.   We are dedicated to raising awareness of global warming and 
inspiring community-based action in fighting the effects of climate change.  Since founded by 
Dr Matthew Nott in 2006:   
 

1. Six Regional Shires and two Sydney metropolitan Council areas have adopted our 
50/50 by 2020 Campaign. 

2. 3,000 people formed the word 'IMAGINE”, our first human sign on Tathra Beach, 
followed by 4,000 on Manly Beach, and we helped Bega Valley and ACT primary and 
secondary schools create human signs urging action on climate change, all 
photographed from the air. 

3. We've raised over $150,000 for Rural Fire Service sheds and Surf Lifesaving Clubs 
through a series of 7km swims throughout  Southern NSW - Lake Jindabyne in the 
Snowy Mountains, Moruya, Broulee, Narooma Inlet, Brogo Dam, the Bermagui and 
Bega Rivers.    We've held fundraising events to provide solar systems for local pre-
schools and churches. 

4. We've held regional public debates with climate change deniers on the science of 
climate change. 

5. We've hosted three Federal Elections Forums – 2007, 2010 and 2013, with all Eden-
Monaro Candidates willingly participating. 

6. In March last year we hosted the first Bega Valley Australian Climate Commission 
Forum in Bega with Professor Lesley Hughes. 

7. We've initiated and co-ordinated the first two Solar Bulk Buy Programs in our Region 
resulting in over 1,400 residential installations which earned 35 free solar systems for 
community halls, pre-schools and other public buildings and in the process created 
many jobs for local solar companies, electricians and support staff. 

8. And we've negotiated with Federal, State and Local Governments to help achieve our 
goals. 

 
What have been the GREATEST OBSTACLES that we've overcome.....? 
 

 Bringing together likeminded individuals from diverse communities. Quite often 
there's no “what's in it for me” and sometimes we're confronted with “who gives a 
darn” or words to that effect.   Let's face it, to invest huge amounts of time to no avail 
tests the best of us. 

 
 Consensus on taking the first step and choosing a goal is incredibly important – 

people will have a spark of interest or vision to establish renewable energy in their 
own domain.  The size of the target area is in direct relation to the success of the 
project.  For instance, the Tathra Community Solar Farm is perfectly suited to its 
community.   In Bermagui where I started with CEFE, we've solar powered the pre-
school, surf club, Rural Fire Service building and the Montreal Goldfield tourist 
attraction, all community funded. 

 Recognising that government approvals take time no matter how sound the project is:    
Governments and Councils are made up of individuals who think, consult, delay and 
churn through the fine print.  The speed with which they do this is dependent on their 
own levels of energy and interest.   Establishing a solid working relationship is 
imperative.    

 



Well, we've certainly done that over the last seven years......and the Bega Valley's first 
community-owned solar farm is now a reality! 
 
The Tathra Community Solar Farm will be approximately 50kW and power the Tathra 
Treatment Works.   It will form the word 'IMAGINE” and is the first joint venture between Bega 
Valley Shire Council and Clean Energy for Eternity, Inc – in fact it's the first joint renewable 
energy project between Council and a not-for-profit organisation. CEFE nominated the site 
because it is already secure and highly visible from the air, directly under the 
Sydney/Merimbulah flight path. 
 
Presentations were made by CEFE to Council outlining the benefits to the Shire and 
community.   Councillors voted unanimously in support of the project.  BVSC/CEFE have 
signed an MoU each pledging $25,000  towards the total cost, with completion within five 
years.  We've just issued Requests for Quote and construction should start late next month, 
with completion by the end of this year, well ahead of schedule.  
We're raising funds by selling individual panels at $250.00 each – we're up to 59 already - or 
an entire letter – one pledged. 
 
Four years ago CEFE formed a partnership with the Tathra Mountain Bike Club and started 
the world class Tathra Enduro.  This is a 100km mountainbike singletrack race to raise money 
for renewable energy.  All eight community buildings including two churches and the Tathra 
Community Hall are now solar powered.  Last week's Enduro attracted over 430 riders from 
across Eastern Australia and a percentage of net proceeds will again come to CEFE to 
complete the Solar Farm.   
 
Well, I believe we all have the same goals:   to keep well, do good deeds, treat and be treated 
fairly...and all these in an environment we can love and appreciate. 
 
Clean Energy for Eternity are very proud of our achievements in the last 7 years.   We've 
earned co-operation and support of the wider community through our active hands-on 
approach, we'll keep going, and we certainly hope that our experience will help other 
communities in their fight against climate change. 
 
Thank you. 
Prue Kelly 
CEFE Project Manager 
June 17, 2014 


